
2) Select Create New to insert a new object of the type selected in the Object Type list, or 
select Create from File to create a new object from an existing file.

3) If you choose Create from File, the layout of the Insert Object dialog changes to that 
shown in Figure 404. Click Browse and choose the file to insert. The inserted file object 
is editable by the Windows program that created it.

If instead of inserting an object, you want to insert a link to an object, select the Display 
As Icon option.

4) Click the OK button.

Figure 404: Insert OLE object from a file under Windows

Non-linked OLE object
If the OLE object is not linked, it can be edited in the new document. For instance, if you insert a 
spreadsheet into a Writer document, you can essentially treat it as a Writer table (with a little 
more power). To edit it, double-click on it.

Linked OLE object
When the spreadsheet OLE object is linked, if you change it in Writer it will change in Calc; if you 
change it in Calc, it will change in Writer. This can be a very powerful tool if you create reports in 
Writer using Calc data, and want to make a quick change without opening Calc.

Note

You can only edit one copy of a spreadsheet at a time. If you have a linked OLE 
spreadsheet object in an open Writer document and then open the same 
spreadsheet in Calc, the Calc spreadsheet will be a read-only copy.

Dynamic Data Exchange (DDE)
DDE is an acronym for Dynamic Data Exchange, a mechanism whereby selected data in 
document A can be pasted into document B as a linked, ‘live’ copy of the original. It would be 
used, for example, in a report written in Writer containing time-varying data, such as sales results
sourced from a Calc spreadsheet. The DDE link ensures that, as the source spreadsheet is 
updated so is the report, thus reducing the scope for error and reducing the work involved in 
keeping the Writer document up to date.

DDE is a predecessor of OLE. With DDE, objects are linked through file reference, but not 
embedded. You can create DDE links either within Calc cells in a Calc sheet, or in Calc cells in 
another LibreOffice doc such as in Writer.
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