Note

Remember that bubble charts require numeric data. If the data series for the X axis
contains text (or dates not formatted as numbers) cardinal numbers will be used for
axis labels.
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Figure 144: Bubble chart example
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Net charts

Net charts are also known as spider, polar, or radar charts. They display data values as points on
radial spokes, with each spoke representing a variable. They compare data that are not time
series, but show different circumstances, such as variables in a scientific experiment. They are
especially useful for displaying clusters and outliers.

Figure 145 shows an example of a simple net chart. The radial spokes of the net chart are
equivalent to the Y-axes of other charts. All data values are shown with the same scale, so all
data values should have about the same magnitude.
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Figure 145: Simple net chart example

Generally, between three and eight axes are best; any more and this type of chart becomes
confusing. Before and after values can be plotted on the same chart, or perhaps expected and
real results, so that differences can be compared.

Figure 146 shows the options for creating a net chart. These are similar to those for area and line
charts, described above. However, keep in mind that area increases as the square of the
distance along the linear spokes. Therefore, net charts can distort the areas representing the
data. Be especially careful about choosing to stack data series. In this case, successive data
series show increasingly large areas that are not proportional to their values.
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