
Note

If you use the Link to source data option, each source link is inserted into the target
range, then ordered and hidden from view. Only the final results of consolidation are 
displayed by default.

Consolidation example
Figures 301, 302, and 303 show a simple example of consolidation using a spreadsheet with the 
sheets Year 1, Year 2, and Consolidated Sales. Figure 301 shows the contents of the Year 1 
sheet, with sales figures by region for each of the four product colors.

Figure 301: Year 1 sales by region

Figure 302 shows the Year 2 sheet, sales figures by region for each of four product colors. Note 
the different ordering of row and column labels between the two figures.

Figure 302: Year 2 sales by region

Figure 303 shows the consolidated sales data, created by using the Consolidate dialog settings 
shown in Figure 300. Note that because the Link to source data option was selected, clicking 
on the plus sign (+) indicators to the left of the data will reveal formula links back to the source 
ranges.

The source ranges and target range are saved as part of the document. If you later open a 
document with consolidated ranges, they will still be available in the Consolidation ranges list of 
the Consolidate dialog.
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